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last letter to The Pilot, he calls upon his
countrymen to unite literature to their
great political passion, to read the liter-
ature of their nation which the new Li-
brary of Ireland is to bring them, to live as
the men of '48 lived, " by the light of noble
books and the great traditions of the
past."

In this plea Yeats comes dangerously
near ideals. Had his father read this, he
would have said, "Take care, Willie;
ideals thin the blood and take the human
nature out of people." But devotion to
the cause of Art, not purpose to improve
Irish character, is the real motive behind
his words here. The political propagan-
dists of the preceding decades of the nine-
teenth century had made literature the
servant of politics. Yeats would reverse
that relation, making nationalism the
handmaid of Art. He would woo the Irish
to an interest in their literature by appeal-
ing to their love of Dark Rosaleen. The
improvement in the natipnal character
that might result from this revived inter-
est in literature is secondary to the call to
a disinterested intellectualism.